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PRESS RELEASE

Warsaw, 31th March 2017 

Asahi completes the purchase of SABMiller’s former Central and Eastern European businesses

Today sees the completion of Asahi’s purchase of the former SABMiller Central and Eastern European businesses and brands, including those in the Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Poland, Hungary and Romania and other related assets (the CE Business).

The European Commission’s approval of the combination between SABMiller and AB InBev was conditioned on a commitment from AB InBev to sell the CE Business, and it was announced earlier this month that the European Commission had granted approval of that sale to Asahi. The business will now be known as Asahi Breweries Europe Ltd and will report directly to Asahi Group Holdings Ltd in Tokyo. The regional headquarters will be based in Prague in the Czech Republic.

Ryoichi Kitagawa, on behalf of Asahi Group Holdings Ltd, said: “The last 24 months have been a transformational time for our company. In October 2016, Asahi completed the acquisition of the former businesses of SABMiller in Italy, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, principally including the Peroni, Grolsch and Meantime brands, and now we have added SABMiller’s Central European businesses to that portfolio. Through this transaction, Asahi is proud to say that it has teamed up with a world-class brewer with leading brands such as Tyskie, Lech, Timisoreana, Dreher, Ursus and Saris, and of course the world’s first golden lager, Pilsner Urquell”.

Paolo Lanzarotti, CEO Asahi Breweries Europe Ltd said: “It has been a long road to get us here, but we are excited and delighted to be taking the business forward with Asahi. We both have brilliant brands in our portfolios and brilliant people with a passion for our beers. We also share with Asahi a belief in the history, heritage and quality of our brands while putting a high premium on delivering for our customers, consumers and shareholders.”

Kompania Piwowarska is also very pleased to become a part of a company with over 100 years tradition of brewing beer. “It’s really exciting for our business and beer brands. I am sure that sharing knowledge and expertise in management excellence as well as in brewing and marketing beer brands will bring mutual benefits for Asahi and Kompania Piwowarska. I am confident that it will support  our company in delivering our strategy and strengthening our leading position on the market.” - commented Andrew Highcock, CEO of Kompania Piwowarska. 

***

Notes to the editors:

About Asahi: 

Doing business in more than 100 countries and regions worldwide, the Asahi Group Holdings is a global beer, spirits, soft drinks and food company. In beer, Asahi has a diverse portfolio of products including the iconic Asahi Super Dry, Peroni and Grolsch brands. 

On 31st March 2017, Asahi Group Holdings Ltd purchased the former SABMiller Central and Eastern European businesses and brands, including those in the Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Poland, Hungary, Romania and other related assets, including the export businesses in European markets and South Korea. From 1 April 2017, this business is called Asahi Breweries Europe Ltd (ABEL). 

It is with great esteem and respect for these businesses, their well-loved brands, and long histories that Asahi welcomes ABEL to the Asahi Group.

Together with ABEL, Asahi Group Holdings aims to enhance its position as a global player, and with its premium brands satisfy customers with the highest levels of quality and integrity.

For further information, please visit: http://www.asahigroup-holdings.com/en/ 

About Kompania Piwowarska:

Kompania Piwowarska operates three breweries with a long history: Tyskie Browary Książęce (established in 1629), the Dojlidy Brewery in Białystok (est. 1768) and Lech Browary Wielkopolski in Poznań (est. 1895). It is these breweries that make the beers most popular with Polish consumers, including Żubr, Tyskie, Lech, Dębowe, Redd’s and the Książęce specialty collection. Our proven beer recipes, natural ingredients, pristinely clean installations and, first and foremost, superbly skilled and experienced brewers, allow us to brew beers valued highly in Poland and abroad. 

As a responsible firm we care for the people and environment around us. Pursuing our sustainable development strategy “Bet on Beer”, we promote a responsible and moderate consumption of alcohol, train salespeople, conserve water and energy, support the growth of our business partners and engage in volunteering initiatives. We are also honoured to sponsor many local sport teams.
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